
A VISION OF THE WEST BAY CORRIDOR IN THE YEAR 2020 
 
The West Bay Corridor provides affordable and convenient travel options through expanded 
transportation alternatives including regional high-speed ferry service, commuter rail, and bus 
service.  Commuter rail successfully serves residents, shoppers, and air travelers with local 
and express trains.  Local trains stop at East Greenwich, Wickford Junction, Kingston, Westerly, 
TF Green Airport, Providence, and Boston.  The train stations along the Corridor support mixed-
use, higher density, transit oriented developments, which in turn, justify increased public 
transportation services. Growth Centers such as Kingston, Wakefield, Peace Dale, 
Narragansett, Wickford and Warwick Station realize local scale, “good” development that 
complements their community design standards.  Public schools no longer depend on property 
taxes, which decreases the need for commercial development to support the tax base.  Growth 
in the area is understood at both the local and regional level.  Sprawl is controlled due to 
implementation of growth management techniques accommodating the diverse range of land use 
along this Corridor.  These communities understand that growth does not stop at town boundaries 
and regional planning guides the corridor in the most sustainable direction. 
 
The Routes 4 and 1 segment of the Corridor/Improve the parkway character.  This includes the 
elimination of median cuts and grade separations where possible, enhanced landscaping, and 
enforced speed limits. Routes 4 and 1 provide a driving experience that showcases the area’s 
character.  
 
Route 2, south of Warwick, has strong land use controls maintaining the rural, lower density 
character along this highway.  Route 2 is highlighted as an alternative access to the coastal 
communities and University of Rhode Island.  In addition, throughout the corridor bicycle paths 
and pedestrian facilities are enhanced and expanded.    
 
 
 
GOALS FOR WEST BAY CORRIDOR 
 

 Enhance the local character through the retrofitting of roads into parkway-like driving 
environments will make busy commuting roads more enjoyable.  

 
 Improve safety by eliminating median turn-arounds on Route 1 from North Kingston to 

Narragansett, speed limit enforcement, more visible road striping and better road 
conditions for bicyclists. 

 
 Improve inter-modal transportation and increase opportunities for alternative commuter 

transportation through the expansion of bus services and linkages to commuter rail service 
that are pedestrian friendly. 

 
 Better utilize Narragansett Bay for recreation and transportation as part of a larger 

public transit system. In addition to the existing docking facilities, this option would also 
accentuate Narragansett Bay as a unique asset. Creating an expanded transit service to 
link and integrate all of the modes of transportation will provide more convenient 
movement in the corridor. 



 
 Support zoning revisions that allow transit oriented developments with mixed-uses and 

higher densities adjacent to rail stations. 
 

 Implement growth controls to curb sprawl and address this corridor’s diverse land 
uses. These communities will realize well planned growth through regional planning that 
will guide the corridor in the most sustainable direction. 

 
 Maintain land-use character on Route 2 south of Division Road in East Greenwich 

through local zoning that decreases big-box development, industrial park development, 
and other commercial sprawl in local communities.  Evaluate other roadway segments that 
could be reduced from four lanes to two lanes.  

 
 Reduce reliance on property tax to generate local revenues to enable communities to 

make more sustainable land use decisions and enhance regional planning efforts. 
 

 Maintain viable connections between Routes 1 and 2 (such as Route 102 in North 
Kingstown), with thoughtfully designed intersections/interchanges. 

 


